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To the Land of 
Beaches and Bikinis 
Curt Krambeer 
During the summers of 1977 and 
1978, I worked for the U.S. Forest 
service on the Eglin Air Force 
Reservation in northwest F)orida. I 
was a crew leader for the Youth 
Conservation Corps (YCC) camp 
which the Forest Service maintained 
on the reservation during the summer 
months. These two summers were my 
first real exposure to the art of 
supervision and I admit that I had a 
lot to learn. Each summer as I 
prepared for my journey southward, 
I was treated to a barrage of kidding. 
"Don't you think it would be better 
to go to Florida in the winter?" "Will 
you spend December in the Artie?" 
"Are you going to bring an alligator 
home with ·you?" Naturally, I 
ignored these snide remarks and 
headed away from the mountains 
where all my classmates seemed to be 
going. 
. Two members of Curt's crew are doing TSI work in a young longleaf pine stand. 
Arriving in Florida, I was treated 
to the reality that the climate was 
indeed warm. I had an easier time 
adapting to the temperature than I 
did to the idea that I would be 
responsible for someone other than 
myself. Being a carefree student and 
knowing how to keep myself out of 
trouble were not complete 
qualifications for a supervisory 
position. I came to realize that being 
responsible for a crew required good 
foresight and planning. I had to 
consciously consider items that were 
easy to overlook. To remember the 
tools and the lunches was easy but did 
everyone have their own canteen and 
gloves and is the first-aid kit along? 
And naturally by the time we reached 
the work site, someone would ask, 
"Who forgot the toilet paper?" 
The camp accomplished many 
tasks during the two summers and 
many individuals learned from the 
work experience. The tasks included 
building a 20' x 40' fertilizer shed, 
thinning a slash pine stand for fence 
posts, cutting hardwood shrubs in 
young longleaf stands, building a 
platform and stairs on a beach sand 
dune, and various other projects. 
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Perhaps the most rewarding part of 
the camp for me was watching the 
individuals in my crew grow during 
the summer. The crew members were 
exposed to tools and hard work, 
responsibility, community living, and 
the intricacies of the natural en-
vironment. I found a great deal of 
happiness knowing my crews left at 
the end of each camp with more 
maturity and knowledge than when 
they had arrived. 
Their fearless leader. 
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